SUGGESTED AMENDMENT

SUPERIOR COURT CRIMINAL RULES (CrR)
CrR 3.4 – PRESENCE OF THE DEFENDANT


(a) [Unchanged.]

(b) Effect of Voluntary Absence.  In prosecutions for offenses not punishable by death, tThe defendant's voluntary absence after the trial has commenced in his or her presence shall not prevent continuing the trial to and including the return of the verdict. A corporation may appear by its lawyercounsel for all purposes. In prosecutions for offenses punishable by fine only, the court, with the written consent of the defendant, may permit arraignment, plea, trial and imposition of sentence in the defendant's absence.

(c) Defendant not present.  If a in any case the defendant is not present when histhe defendant’s personal attendance is necessary as provided in subsection (a), or postsentencing in response to service of an order to appear or show cause, the court may order the clerk to issue a bench warrant for the defendant’s arrest, which may be served as a warrant of arrest in other cases. However, no warrant shall issue for failure to pay legal financial obligations unless, after a hearing on the record, the court finds the failure to pay is willful.


(d) – (e) [Unchanged]
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